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The International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) organized Africa’s’ first of its kind
agricultural knowledge fair in its premises for three days this week under the motto
“Acknowledge Africa Sharefair”.       ILRI-Ethiopia, which assists local farmers with research and
provides them with new finding, made preparations over the past three months to organize the
event. The idea of organizing the fair was inspired by a similar event held in 2009 at the United
Nations Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) in Rome, Peter Ballantyne, head of
knowledge management with ILRI, told The Reporter. 
With an outlay of USD 150,000, the three–day fair was funded by FAO, the ICT-KM Program of
the CGIAR (Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research), the IKM Emergent
research initiative, the Improving Productivity and Market Success of Ethiopian Farmers project
(IPMS), the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and ILRI. Additional support
was also made from the Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation (CTA), the
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ), the International Land Coalition
(ILC) and others.
Among the participants of the event, which ended on Thursday,  150 were from Ethiopia while
the rest of the attendees were from other parts of Africa. This event, which is the first of its kind
in Africa, was meant to bring together farmers from all over Africa to exchange knowledge and
information on agriculture. The current major challenge in Africa constitutes lack of sharing
knowledge, information and technology regarding agriculture. To the degree that the continent
remains short of such an event, enhancing farmers’ productivity is a zero-sum game, Peter
added.
The “Acknowledge Africa Sharefair” was not only intended for farmers; it also drew participants
from extension level and rural development agents, advocacy and development NGOs,
international agencies, national and international research institutes, women’s networks,
academics, development projects, governments, private companies and the media.
Though such fair is fairly known in Ethiopia and Africa in general, the event will be a showcase
where diverse knowledge and information would be created, shared, communicated, and
applied in development contexts, Ermias Sehai, knowledge management expert with IPMS told
The Reporter.
“What we expect from this event is knowledge sharing. For instance, among the 100
participants in average 30 of them have exchanged information. This could bring a big
difference in the way and type of their agricultural system,” Ermais added. 
The event covered a wide range of knowledge types and modes of sharing – oral, visual,
drama, music, video, radio, documentary, publishing, storytelling, web-based, geospatial,
networked, mobile, computer-based, SMS, or journalistic – reflecting the knowledge, experience
and wisdom of Africa’s farmers, producers, researchers, innovators and rural development
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workers. 
The participants interacted on four key areas including agriculture and water, agriculture and
climate change, land, and livestock.
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